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Dear Ms. Searcy:

Transmitted on behalf of the University Interscholastic League are an original and nine
copies of its Comments in the above-referenced proceeding. We would appreciate your
assistanCe in distributing a personal copy of the University Interscholastic League~s -'
Conunents to each Commissioner.

Thank you for your a..~sistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

~;f~
Bailey Marshall
Director
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The University Inter-Scholastic League ("UIL") submits

these comments in response to the Commission's Notice of Inquiry

("Notice") in this proceeding. The UIL is comprised of -all pub

lic high school inter-scholastic sports teams in the State of

Texas. Home Sports Entertainment ("HSE") provides cable carriage

of certain sports events and other programming featuring UIL

teams. Broadcast television stations and networks have not shown

any interest in carrying these events or programs.

Although the Notice states that the Commission intends

to focus on professional sports and college football and basket-

ball, it invites commenters to submit "data on other sports as

appropriate," and to provide information regarding cable coverage

of sports "programming that otherwise would not have been trans

mitted via video at all." Notice at ~~5, 10, 30. In addition,

the Commission specifically questions whether the pUblic is



11better served by the current mix (of broadcast and cable sports

programming] than it was before?" Id. at '30. If not for HSE's

coverage, none of the sports events featuring UIL tea~s would be

available to television viewers in Texas.

HSE currently provides live coverage of the state

finals in boys basketball, football and baseball, and hiqhli9ht

coverage of the state track and field championships. It also

provides a weekly show featuring sports news and highliqhts of

events featuring UIL high school teams. With the exception of

the Division 5-A football final, none of these events has been

covered live by broadcast television in the past. The 5-A foot

pall final at one time was covered by an independent produoer and

televised over various broadcast stations, but that producer pre

viously had gone out of busines~.

In addition, the UIL souqht bids for the live CoVer

age of the state championship games now carried by HSE, but no

broadcasters expressed interest in televising those games. In

fact, broadcasters expressed no interest in televising Such games

even when the UIL offered to make them available for broadcast

free of charge. All of the regular season games of the UIL mem

ber schools remain available for broadcast.

Thus, there has been no real "migration" ofUIL sports

events from broadcast television to cable. Instead, HSE only

has expanded the high school sports programming available to

viewers. Television viewers interested in UIL events are far
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better off under the current mix of broadcast and cable sports

events because they are able to watoh games and other programming

featuring UIL teams on HSE which otherwise would be unavailable

over broadcast television.

Respectfully submitted,
March 29, 1993
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